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WHAT IS VDC? 

The UCLA Vietnam Day Committee is a 
politically independent organization of 
members of the UCLA community opposed to 
the war in Vietnam. The organization has 
maintained a rather loose structure in. 
order to insure democratic action. The 
VDC follows a policy of non-exclusion of 
anyone opposed to the war. We are spon¬ 
soring teach-ins, speakers, demonstrations 
designed to inform people onthe Vietnam 
question and to make it clear to the admin¬ 
istration that the public has serious 
doubts about the war. Meetings are held 
twice a week -- Mondays at noon and Thurs 
days at four in the S.U. Membership fee 


is 259 ! • All those who wish to work against 
the war, regardless of their other views, 
are invited to join. 

The VDC Newsletter is designed, to 
present the varying views of VDC members 
on the war and the anti-war effort, as 
well as to publicize anti-war activities. 

It is hoped that the re wsletter will be 
useful in stimulating debate and arousing 
interest in the Vietnam question. Since 
the VDC has no "policy" as such, views 
expressed in this newsletter cannot be 
considered to be official VDC statements. 
Only unsigned articles are the work of 
the editorial staff. 


AS HE THAT TAKETH A DOG BY THE EARS, SO IS HE THAT PASSETH BY IN AN$ER 
AND MEDDLETH WITH ANOTHER MAN'S QUARREL. (Proverbs XXVI, 17) 


WHITE PAPER ON A BLACK SITUATION 

The United States government has, at present, committed nearly 200,000 men to wage 
a war in Vietnam, and the number of troops is rapidly increasing. It would seem 
plausible that such drastic actions be defended by cogent justification. Last year, 
the government Issued a White Paper in an attempt to support its policies. The 
I.F. Stone's Weekly , a nationally distributed newsletter, has made an interesting 
analysis of this government document. 

Using figures issued by the Pentago, Stone calculates that of all caputred guer¬ 
illa weapons, only 2are Communist made. This surely cannot be part of the Admin¬ 
istration's "incontrovertible evidence of Hanoi's elaborate program to supply its 
forces in South Vietnam with weapons, ammunition, and other supplies." (White Paper) 

Stone states: "The White Paper calls the war an invasion and claims 'that as many 
as 75$ of the more than. 4400 Viet Cong who are known to have entered the South in 
the first eight months of 1964 were natives of North Vietnam.' " Careful reading of 
the White Paper text and appendices yields the names of "a total of six (emphasis 
my own) Northern infiltrees. It is strange that after five years of fighting, the 
White Paper can cite so few." 

The White Paper "withholds all evidence which points to a civil war." It goes on 
to indict North Vietnam for her violations of the Geneva Accords but fails to con¬ 
demn the United States and South Vietnam for their violations of the same agreement. 
It is apparent that the White Paper is no paragon of objectivity. 

But "the most disingenuous part of the White Paper," Stone continues, "is that in 
which it discusses the origins of the present war. It pictures the war as an attack 
from the North, launched in desperation because the 'economic miracle' in the South 
under Diem had destroyed Communist hopes of a peaceful takeover from within. Even 
the strategic hamlets are described as 'designed to improve the peasants livelihood' 
and we are asked to believe that for the first time in history a guerilla war spread 
not because the people were discontented but because their lot was improving I" 

Perhaps the White Paper represents a rather shoddy attempt to marshall facts to 
defend the U.S. position. On the other hand, its unconvincing analysis may be attrib 
uted to the lack of facts which can support this policy. But one thing is certain: 
grave doubts, as to whether our actions in Vietnam are justified, should be raised. 

We should and must demand answers to these important questions. 

--MARC STEIN 

(Copies of the I.F. Stone "Reply to the White Paper," March 8, 1965* are available. 
Send stamped self-addressed envelope to: I.F. Stone's Weekly, 5618 Nebraska Ave. 
Washington, D.C. 20015.) 
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POVERTY LOSING THE WAR 

The requested increase in the War 
on Poverty budget, from $1.5 billion to 
$2.5 billion, was turned down. The budget 
was kept at its present level. The need 
to increase defense spending without an 
increase in taxes is given as the main 
reason for cutting back on welfare ex¬ 
penses . Thus the poor have lost a billion 
dollwars to the war in Vietnam. (L.. . fiv; 
(L.A. Times December 26, 1965 .) 

--T0M FOLEY 


. PEACE SEALS 

The Peace Seal which was used on this 
letter is an original VDC design and is 
available by sending a self-addressed 
stamped envelope and a $1.00 donation to 
Peace Seals, 1220 N. Cummings St., 

Los Angeles, Calif. 90033 

We are also considering other seals, 
for example; "War is good business, invet 
s^our SON, and the Nuclear Disarmament 
shield:- Your comments or donations 

for advance sales would be appreciated. 
















THE DRAFT: OBLIGATION TO WHAT ? 

Every man must decide for himself 
whether or not he will make himself sub¬ 
ject to orders which call for his com¬ 
mission of war crimes and/or crimes 
against humanity. What will you do when 
cMled into the armed services of the 
United States? What will you do when 
ordered to commit a war crime? 

The following principles are excerpted 
from the Nuremberg Trials. They were 
accepted by the U.N. as International 
Criminal Code on December 12, 1950: 

PRINCIPLE I . Any person who commits or 
is an accomplice in the commission of an 
act which constitutes a crime under Inter¬ 
national Law is responsible therefore 
and liable for punishment. 

PRINCIPLE IV . The fact that a person 
acted pursuant to order of his government 
or of a superior does not free him of his 
responsibility under International Law.. 

PRINCIPLE VI . The crimes hereafter set 
out are punishable as crimes under Inter¬ 
national Law: 

WAR CRIMES: Such violations shall in¬ 
clude murder, ill-treatment or depor¬ 
tation to slave labor or for any other 
purpose of civilian population...murder, 
or ill-treatment of prisoners of war... 

wanton destruction of r --— 

cities, towns or villages, 
or devestation nut jus¬ 
tified by military nec¬ 
essity. 

CRIMES AGAINST 
HUMANITY: 

namely, murder, extermina¬ 
tion, enslavement, depor¬ 
tation and other inhuman 
acts done against a civil¬ 
ian population, or perse¬ 
cution on political, racial 
or religious grounds. 

—JEFF SCHMIDT 
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PROTESTS ABROAD 

Despite all of Johnson's attempts to 
make the war palatable' to other nations, 
anti-war sentiment abroad is growing 
steadily. 

Those who met in Washington over 
Thanksgiving weekend to protest the 
Vietnam war were not alone. Sympathetic 
demonstrations were held in many foreign 
countries: 

ITALY was the scene of massive demon¬ 
strations on Nov. 27 . Nearly every large 
city in the country witnessed a protest 
of some sort. A vigil and march atten¬ 
ded by thousands took place in Rome. 

Over 10,000 people demonstrated in Milan 
and Turin. In Capri, workers stopped 
work in two factories for a half hour to 
protest the war. 

FRANKFORT, COLOGNE, and other cities 
in Germany were the scenes of several 
protests. 100 German intellectuals re¬ 
quested that their government repudiate 
U.S. policy. 

On Nov. 24, the ORGANIZATION OF YOUTH 
FOR PUERTO RICAN INDEPENDENCE accused 
the U.S. of a Hitler-type war. 

Two-thousand NEW ZEALANDERS marched 
on their parliament, later forming an 
organization which pledged to support 
the anti-war movement in 
the U.S. 

3,000 students and workers 
marched in PARIS on Nov. 26 
to the applause of nearly 
everyone on their route. 

In STOCKHOIM, a group of 
300 Swedes carried the NLF 
flag, shouting "US assassins 
go home." 

The PHILLIPINE Daily 
Mirror and the Manila Daily 
Times on Nov. 24 came out 
with statements objecting 
to Phillipine support for 
the Vietnam war. 
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THE DRAFT ON TRIAL 

Irv Kurki of Kenosha, Wisconsin will be tried in about three weeks for refusing 
induction. His statement will be: "I cannot cooperate with the draft because to 
do so would be to support the war in Vietnam which I cannot do in any way. I 
cannot take CO status because my opposition is to this particular war." Kurki is 
attempting to rase $1500 for a jury trial to get sufficient publicity for his 
protest. Those wishing to contribute to his case should send their donation to 
Susan Reeves, 409 N. Pinckney, Madison, Wisconsin. 
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Feb. 18 - In conjunction with Du Bois 
Club, rally against the role 
of the regents in Vietnam. 
Meyerhoff Park 

March 25 - Teach-In Jans Steps and Grand 
Ballroom. Planning meeting 
2:00 Jan. 6 S.U. 

We greatly encourage correspondence 
Please keep letters as brief as 
possible. Turn them in to the VDC 
table, or mail to VDC Box 490, 308 
Westwood Plaza, L.A. 90024. 

DRAFT COUNSELING - Come to VDC table, 
located in front of Student Union. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Jan. 6 - VDC general meeting S.U. 

Everyone welcome. 4:00 P.M. 

Jan. 8 - 8:15 P.M. Senator Wayne Morse 
Pasadena Civic Auditorium 
Jan. 1$ —Conference for. Peace in..Vietnam 
Peace Exchange 9*3° A.M. Uni¬ 
tarian Church 50 $'• Also,aspecial 
youth meeting 6<sg©hFiM«vSame place 
Jan. l6- Don Duncan - 10 year veteran 
18 iuCUvh -3 in Vietnam and Mike 
Myerson and Harold Supriano just 
returned from North Vietnam 
L.A. Dj. Bois Club, Faces Hall 
1528 N. Vermont $1.00 Call 
Cliff Fried 477-4465 or Sharon 
Karson WE,. 6*9686 for tickets 
Begins 8:00 P.M. 
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